Clinton Offers GOP Compromise, Vetoes 

President tpBlogk Lawsuit-Loser Pays Measure , Repeal of Assault Weapons Ban 
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By John F. Hams 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

DALLAS, April 7 — President Clinton offered to split 
the difference with congressional Republicans today on 
many of the ideas in their “Contract With America.” He 
then threatened a host of vetoes if they pass what he 
called extremist proposals dealing with crime, interna- 
tional peacekeeping and legal reform. 

“I do not want a pile of vetoes, I want a pile of bills 
that will move this country into the future. I don’t want 
to see a big fight between the Republicans and Demo- 
crats. I want this to surprise everybody in America by 
rolling up our sleeves and joining hands and working to- 
gether,” Clinton told the American Society of Newspa- 
per Editors. 

Yet Clinton balanced this accommodating tone by 
detailing in the most specific terms yet where he is 
prepared to block the Republican agenda. 

He said he would veto bills that would impose “loser 
pays” provisions in lawsuits; repeal a ban on assault 
weapons; weaken regulations governing contaminated 
food and pollution; or limit the president’s ability to 
have U.S. troops participate in United Nations peace- 
keeping missions. He also said a House-passed tax cut 
is three times larger than the government can afford, 
and advised Republicans that their plan for the massive 
tax cut "is not going to happen . . . let’s get over it and 
talk about what we can pass.” 

But he pleaded with Republicans to work with his ad- 
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Understands the problems of people like you 
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Thinks like you do on issues important to you 
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Is getting things done 
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Is honest and trustworthy 
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Is a strong leader 
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His views are too extreme 
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Results of this Washington Post-ABC News national survey are based on telephone interviews conducted 
Tuesday and Wednesday with 1 ,026 randomly selected adults. Margin of sampling error for the overall results is 
plus or minus 3 percentage points. Samping error is, however, only one of many potential sources of error in this 
or any other public opinion poll. Interviewing was conducted by Chilton Research of Radnor, Pa 


■ President Clinton and Newt Gingrich presented different visions, 
but the GOP agenda was the dominant theme for both. Page A10 





Offering to Compromise With GOP, 
Clinton Also Lists Bills He Will Veto 


CLINTON, From A1 

ministration so that these measures do not reach him in 
the first place. “Ideological purity is for partisan extrem- 
ists ” Clinton said. “We’ve got to stop pointing fingers at 
each other so we can join hands.” 

Among the areas where Clinton said bipartisan coop- 
eration could produce results are in welfare reform and 
tax relief, which the president said he supports if it can 
be smaller and more targeted to middle-class families. 

Most of the president’s hour-long address was devoted 
to outlining where he stands on the House Republicans’ 
“Contract,” reflecting the extent to which Congress has 
wrested Washington’s agenda away from the White 
House. Only at the end of his remarks did Clinton take up 
his own initiatives, which he said include a desire to pass 
a health care package that is less far-reaching than the 
administration plan that died on Capitol Hill last year. 

He said the more modest plan he will push this year 
will include provisions for insurance “portability,” mean- 
ing employees can take coverage with them from one job 
to another, limiting the ability of insurance companies to 
greject people because of medical conditions when they 
tappjy, and the creation of voluntary organizations that 
'would allow small businesses to pool their resources so 
they would have more bargaining power in purchasing 
medical coverage for their employees. 

On a day when House Republicans were celebrating 
passage of their “Contract” within the 100-day timetable 
it envisioned, the speech was Clinton’s most extensive 
statement on how he intends to maneuver in Washing- 
ton’s new political environment. The president’s aim is 
to offer himself as an avatar of common sense, sharin g 
with Republicans the belief that government needs vast 
reform, but no so entranced by anti-government fervor 
tfehe would cut programs that work well. 

Clinton aides said that this thread-the-needle strategy 
will leave the president in a favorable position moving in- 
to next year’s election. And they said it offered a map for 
how the president will play a more prominent role in the 
current great debate about the role of government; thus 
far in 1995, Clinton often has seemed a barely relevant 
figure compared with the rush of activity on Capitol Hill 

“In the first 100 days, the mission of the House Re- 


publicans was to suggest ways in which we should 
change our government and society,” Clinton said. “In 
the second 100 days, and beyond, our mission together 
must be to decide which of these House proposals should 
be adopted, which should be modified and which should 
be stopped.” 

Rather than excoriating the “Contract With America,” 
Clinton said he discerned in it some of the same reform- 
ist impulses that are in his “New Covenant,” and he said 
he and Republicans could be partners who must “keep 
alive the spirit and the momentum of change.” 

At the same time, Clinton said many of the Republican 
ideas “betray our legacy of compassion, decency and 
common sense.” In particular, he repeated his criticism 
that GOP proposals for welfare reform unfairly “punish 
children” by cutting off unmarried mothers under age 18 
from benefits and not doing enough to give training and 
child care to welfare recipients so they can get jobs. 

And he denounced in new, sharper terms Republican 
plans for legal reform. A loser pays provision would dis- 
courage some deserving people from seeking judicial re- 
lief when they are wronged, Clinton said. And he said a 
$250,000 cap on punitive damages would do little to dis- 
courage large corporations from negligent practices. 

The president said a plan that requires governments 
to compensate land owners for any changes in the value 
of their land caused by government actions could para- 
lyze government, and make such long-standing practices 
as local zoning impossible. 

Answering a question from the floor at the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, Clinton said he is undecid- 
ed about a bill that would prohibit pornography transmit- 
ted over computer lines because he has not studied it. 
But he said he is sympathetic to the general idea, saying 
parents should not have to “sit idly by” while a child who 
is a “computer whiz” downloads hard-core pornographic 
images that might be “more raw and more inappropriate 
than those things from which we protect them when they 
walk in a 7-Eleven.” 

Additionally, Clinton was asked whether the United 
States owes Japan an apology for using two atomic ! 
bombs to end World War II and whether President Harry 
S. Truman had made the right decision, Clinton replied: 
“No, and based on the facts he had before him yes.” 



